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[Abstract] Objective: The house-tree-person test is mainly used to assess the relationship between person and
the environment,and to explore the personality, interpersonal relationships, identity and emotional state. This study
aims to explore the application of the house-tree-person test in the suicide investigation and to contribute new ideas
of suicidal assessment in middle school students. Methods: Totally 1,044 students including 508 middle school
students and 536 high school students were selected from four middle schools in Changsha City. They were investi—
gated with the assessment of suicidal question and the house-tree-person test. The suicidal ideation were assessed
based on whether one had seriously thought to end his/her life ,and the suicide plan were assessed based on whether
one had made specific plans to suicide in addition to suicidal thought. Results: In the past month,24.2% adoles—
cents had suicide ideation and 6% had made a specific plan to attempt suicide. The drawing of students with suicidal
ideation were more likely to appear dead tree (OR =2.34) ,moon ( OR =4.39) ,animal (OR =1.59) ,water (OR =
1.88) and smaller window (OR =1.67) ,and less likely to appear the sun ( OR =0.60) and detailed delineation
(OR =0.50). The drawings of students with suicidal plan were more likely to appear houses (OR =2.70) ,moon
(OR =4.02) ,sharp-angled part (OR =1.87) and smaller window ( OR =3.93) , and less likely to appear open—
mouthed person( OR =0. 19) and the sun ( OR =0.44). Conclusion: The drawing features reflected by the house—
tree-person test may be of some value for assessment of suicide in middle school students.
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171(16.4)  39(15.6)  132(16.6) 3(5.1)  168(17.1)
-3.04  0.002 -5.41 <0.001
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